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clear understanding of the require-
ments; and are consistent with the var-
ious elements of the offeror’s technical
proposal.

Forward pricing rate agreement means
a written agreement negotiated be-
tween a contractor and the Govern-
ment to make certain rates available
during a specified period for use in
pricing contracts or modifications.
Such rates represent reasonable projec-
tions of specific costs that are not eas-
ily estimated for, identified with, or
generated by a specific contract, con-
tract end item, or task. These projec-
tions may include rates for such things
as labor, indirect costs, material obso-
lescence and usage, spare parts provi-
sioning, and material handling.

Forward pricing rate recommendation
means a rate set unilaterally by the
administrative contracting officer for
use by the Government in negotiations
or other contract actions when forward
pricing rate agreement negotiations
have not been completed or when the
contractor will not agree to a forward
pricing rate agreement.

Information other than cost or pricing
data means any type of information
that is not required to be certified in
accordance with 15.406–2 and is nec-
essary to determine price reasonable-
ness or cost realism. For example, such
information may include pricing, sales,
or cost information, and includes cost
or pricing data for which certification
is determined inapplicable after sub-
mission.

Price, as used in this subpart, means
cost plus any fee or profit applicable to
the contract type.

Subcontract, as used in this subpart,
also includes a transfer of commercial
items between divisions, subsidiaries,
or affiliates of a contractor or a sub-
contractor (10 U.S.C. 2306a(h)(2) and 41
U.S.C. 254b(h)(2)).

15.402 Pricing policy.
Contracting officers shall—
(a) Purchase supplies and services

from responsible sources at fair and
reasonable prices. In establishing the
reasonableness of the offered prices,
the contracting officer shall not obtain
more information than is necessary. To

the extent that cost or pricing data are
not required by 15.403–4, the contract-
ing officer shall generally use the fol-
lowing order of preference in determin-
ing the type of information required:

(1) No additional information from
the offeror, if the price is based on ade-
quate price competition, except as pro-
vided by 15.403–3(b).

(2) Information other than cost or
pricing data:

(i) Information related to prices (e.g.,
established catalog or market prices or
previous contract prices), relying first
on information available within the
Government; second, on information
obtained from sources other than the
offeror; and, if necessary, on informa-
tion obtained from the offeror. When
obtaining information from the offeror
is necessary, unless an exception under
15.403–1(b) (1) or (2) applies, such infor-
mation submitted by the offeror shall
include, at a minimum, appropriate in-
formation on the prices at which the
same or similar items have been sold
previously, adequate for evaluating the
reasonableness of the price.

(ii) Cost information, that does not
meet the definition of cost or pricing
data at 15.401.

(3) Cost or pricing data. The contract-
ing officer should use every means
available to ascertain whether a fair
and reasonable price can be determined
before requesting cost or pricing data.
Contracting officers shall not require
unnecessarily the submission of cost or
pricing data, because it leads to in-
creased proposal preparation costs,
generally extends acquisition lead
time, and consumes additional contrac-
tor and Government resources.

(b) Price each contract separately
and independently and not—

(1) Use proposed price reductions
under other contracts as an evaluation
factor; or

(2) Consider losses or profits realized
or anticipated under other contracts.

(c) Not include in a contract price
any amount for a specified contingency
to the extent that the contract pro-
vides for a price adjustment based upon
the occurrence of that contingency.
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